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FOREIGH RADIO AND PPESS REACTION
TO PRESIDENT NIXON'S 3 MOVEVBER ADDRESS ON VIETNAN

SUMMARY

VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST MEDIA

HANOI: Hanoi's first reaction to the President's speech came in. a
I November radio commentary, broasdeast in the domestic service,
wvhich lebeled the speech a "brazen challenge" to the demands by
American and world opinion that the United States end the war and

“completely withdraw its troops from South Vietnam. Hanol press

and official reaction-—~in'.the form of a DRV Government stalement—-~
was not broadeast until the 6th. The government stebement says
the U.8. "warlike and aggressive policy" is shown by the President's
statement that he "will seek peace by implementing the plan of
Vietnamization of the war."” And it claims that the announcement
that "only ground combat troops" will be withdreawn means tham the
remaining forces "will permanently occupy South Vietnam,"

The DRV Government statement did not acknowledge the President's
remarks on private contacts--saying only that he "distorted the
truth about the situation of negotiations with a view to leading
people to believe that he has good will." But minutes after the
statement was broadcast, Hanoi radio carried the texts of the
Pregident's 15 July’ letter and Ho Chi Minh's 25 August reply. Some

three and = half hours later, VNA carried the account of the 6 November

Paris session vhich reported that Xuan Thuy had questioned the
President's motive in releasing the exchange of correspondence with

"Ho and in revealing the private talks between the U.S. and DRV

delegates. The statements at the session as well as other Hanol

propaganda stresses that the necessary factor for a settlement
. is an end to U.S. "aggression" and a total withdrawal of U.S.
. troops.

THE -FRONT: The Liberation Front responded to the speech somevhatb
less promptly than Hanoi, with the first reaction appearing on the
Sth. A Liberation Radic commentary that day entitled "A Speech
of War, A Typical Example of Nixon's Stubborn and Warlike Nature"
was characteristically more bellicose and inflammatory than the
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ecmment from Hanol. A PRG Government statement was issued a day

to settle their own affairs. PRG Foreign Minister lMmne. Binh
declared at the Paris session that no one could be deceived sbout
what the President says about initiatives in "public, private, or
secret negotiations," since he indicated thet he does not trust
negotiations.

OTHER COMMUNIST COUNTRIES

USSR: Calling the speech "propagenda" and forecas%ing that it will

not calm the ane_of protests against the war, Mcscow commentators
sey the President offered "nothirg nev" and is still avoiding the -

‘path to a settlement--withdrawal of U.S. troops and silowing the

Vietnamese to settle their own affairs. Podgornyy, commenting -
briefly on the speech in his October Revolutioun anniversary address ' :
on 6 November, says it showed that "a sober approach" to a Vietnam .
solution "has not yet prevailed im U.S. ruling circles." Moscow
refers only obliguely tc the President's statements sbout a plan
agreed upon with Saigon for the withdrawal of all ground combat
troops, instead criticizing "Vietnamization" and cowplaining that

the President gave no timetable for a trocp withdrawal. Moscow

does not acknowledge the President's reference to private peace
initigtives. And in keeping with its reticence about a Soviet

role in a settlement, Moscow also fails to acknowledge thet the
President said he had met with Soviet representatives to enlist

their help. ' : .

" EAST FURQPE: There is press comment from all of Moscow's allies

except Romanis, which reported the speech with no speseial prominencs,
Most of the comment focuses on criticism of Vietnemization and calle
for an unconditional and total U.8. troop withdrawal., Unliks Meseow,

some Fast Buropsan media report the President's disclosure of his

exchange of letters with Ho Chi Mink and his reference to other
private contacts, but ncne acknowledge that the USSR was among
those apprcached.

Belgrade's reaction, uniformly negative, is expressed authoritatively
in the party weekly KOMUNIST, which comments that President Nixon
has passed up an opportunity S0 extricats the Usited States from

the "alrealy lost" Vietnam war end views the Vietnam policy outlined

Ain the speech as docmed to failure.
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Tirana seys the President repeated "all his previous demagogical
statements" and assails Vietnamization and the President's failure
to set a timetable for withdrawal.

THE CPR: Peking medis have yet to mention the speech, but the
Administration's "peace" policy, including policy on Vietnam, is
attacked derisively in a commentary carried in NCNA's Chinese-~
language transmission on 4 November. Also on the Wth Péking -
rebroadcast &' .29 October commentary attacking Vietnamization.

CUBA: Havana comment interprets the speech as tantamount to an
admission that the United States has no choice but to end its
"aggression" in Vietnam and withdraw. '

NONCOMMUNIST COUNTRIES

‘WEST EUROPE: Many commentstors criticize the President's speech on
the grounds it contained no new proposals or initiatives. Sone,
vhile regarding this complaint as valid, argue that he has little
room left for maneuver, Most British, French, and West German
comment tekes a pessimistic view of the chances that the speech
willl move the war neaver to a negotiated settlement. Meny also
express the conviction that the President's determination will

only further polarize already divided American opinion.

FAR BAST: Saigon media gave fairly wide publicity to the speech,

with radio and press comment hailing its firm restatement of the

American commitment. Commentators in Thailand, Nationalist China,

and South Korea 8lso express a feeling of relief at the steadfastness
- of tone. Japanese newspaper editorials are largely critical, first

at the failure of the speech to contain anything new and, second,

on the grounds that it lessens the chance of a negotiated settlement.

' OTHER AREAS: Cairo's comment is sharply accusatory, while the Athens
press sees the speech as evidence that the President is a "strong
leader." No editorial comment is availsble from Latin America or
Africa,
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. VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST MEDIA
The DRV

- A Hanoi radio domestic service commentary broadeast at 1LLO GMT on
4 November was the first DRV propaganda reaction to the President's
speech. Some three and a half hours later, VNA carried the
statements by the DRV and PRG press spokesmen in Paris. Earlier '
that day, at 0924 GMT, VNA's service channel had transmitted the
text of the President's speech from Hanoi to the VNA office in
Paris, and the statements by the DRV and PRG delegation spokesmen:
in Paris were carried in the VNA service transmission from Paris
to Hanoi at 132k and 1439, respectively, :

The statement by the DRV press spokesman in Paris acknowledged

none of the substance of the speech in saying it shows that the

© Nixon Administration not only has followed the Johnson poliey

but has intensified the war. Xuan Thuy's "initial remarks" on the

~speech, which VNA carried in English on the 5th, similarly ‘
expressed the general criticism that "the speech was not aimed

at seeking peace but at pursuing and prolonging the war" and that

it "was a speech runpniug counter to the American people's

aspirations and opposing the 15 October and 15 November movements

in the United States."

The Hanoi radio commentary ridiculed the President's announcement
that a secret timetable has been set up for the complete withdrawal
of U.B. ground combat troops; it said his gtatement that he will
_not make the timetable public means "there is no timetable at all
and that he hopes to appease public opinion with vague promises.
The commentary also said "Nixon brazenly threatened our peaple"
when he said he would not hesitate "to take strong measures if
enemy action jeopardizes U.S. forces,"

.On the 5th, Hanoi radio broadcast a roundup of U.S. eritieism of

. the speech, and VNA English carried a commentary along the lines .

of the radio talk the day before. The first press and official
reaction came on 6 November with the release of a Commentator _
article in the DRV party paper NHAN DAN and a DRV Government statement,¥

¥ The President's 16 September announcement of the second phase of U.S.
troop withdrawals along with his 18 September UNGA address prompted a
DRV Government statement on 21 September. (A PRG Government statement
issued on 20 October was described more broadly as “demouncing -the
stubborn position and crafty attitude of the Nixon Administration in
the settlement of the South Vietnam problem.") =
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" The NHAN DAN Commentator article said President Nixon had to acknow—

ledge that the war was causing deep division at home and criticism.
from friends of the United States sbroad, but that throughout the
rest of the addresz "Nixon used distortions and deceptions to
nmigrepresent the cause of the war, justify U.8, aggre551ve and -
colonialist policy, and boast of his good will." Like the radio
commentary on the hth, it acknovledged the President's remarks on

& plan for the withdrawal of all ground combat troops and went on to
say that in setting unrealizable conditicns, the troop withdrawsl
program is merely a scheme to continue the aggressive war against
Vietnam. The paper claimed that the speech had touched off "a

stormy wave of protest throughout the United States and the Wnrld"
and that many U.S. congressmen have . expressed their dlsappolntment
because the speech represented the "same old discredited policy."

It concluded that "the Vietnamese people energetically denounce

the President's maneuver and plot" and that their stend as expounded
in the NFLSV 10-point solution is "correct and clear." -

The Government statement is similar to the routine propaganda in
charging that the Vietnamization plan is merely a way of continuing
the war. It says that the Americans will pull out their troops
"drop by drop and will not fix & timetable for the total withdrawal
of U.S. troops" and that by announcing that they will only pull
out their combat ground troops they in faclt have shown thet the -
remainlng forces will permanently occupy Vletnan, The statement
elso charges the President with resorting to "slander and sophlstry
to distort the truth about the origin of the war,

Xuan Thuy,_speaking et the 6 November Paris session, also accused
the President of "slander." And the VNA account says that in
analyzing the speech, Thuy pointed out that "it contained nothing
new but was merely intended to prepsre for the continuation of the

" wer." Attacking the President's treop withdrawsl plan, Thuy

denounced the "refussal to sunounce the timetsble for the plan
under the pretext “hat this would be detrimentsl to the progress
which may be made at the Paris conference." And he echoed the

the govermment statement when he scored the President's "roundabout
contention aimed at covering up the U.S. schame to withdraw Troops
in driblets and to prolong the war." Thuy also ridiculed the
President's statement that the withdrawal would be made from
strength, saying that the United States has "many times atbempted

to seek & position of strength, dbut always sunk more and more
"

s
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PRIVATE " The Presidéht*s disclosure of his correspondence with
CONIACTS Ho Chi Minh had not been mentioned in the propaganda

prior to Hanoi's broadecasting of the texts of the
letters at 1LL5 GMT on. 6 November. There were only vague references
~ to the President's remarks on private meetings and secret diplomacy.

" 'Thus the Hanoi radio commentary on the 4th said cryptically that
the President "hag advenced the question of secret contacts aimed
at misleading public opinion," and the VNA commentary on the 5th
said that "to divert public opinion, the President also insinuated

- that private meetings were taking place between the belligerent
parties." The NHAN DAN Commentator article, on the other hand, did
not deny private contacts when it said the President "dealt at
length with initiatives in the quest for peace and laid overemphasis
on the private meetings. He also spoke vaguely about the other
significant initiatives which must remain secret.”

But the government statement leaves the whole issue ambiguous when
it says that President Nixon distorted the truth about "the
gituation of negotistions. with & view to leading people to believe
that he hes good will."

According to VHL, Thuy saild that the President's public release of
- the texts of the letters exchanged by President Nixon and Ho Chi Minh
' and the President's mcution of private negotiations between the
U.S. and DRV delegates "were intended to meke people believe that
the Nixon Administration had endeavoured to explore every possible
private avenue that might lead to a settlement, but could not
- ~ achieve it because of the attitude of the 'other side.'" Thuy
‘claimed that the "private talks" have brought no result because in
private as well as public talks, the U.S. delegate "always clings
to the U.S. aggressive stan6901nﬁ"— demanding a mutual troop withdrawal
-and opposing the NFLSV's 10-point solution. Thuy said the DRV
-delegation had "time and agein" emphasized that the way talks are
held is not importent and that the main problem is whether the
United States is ready "to give up its aggressive stand" and
sincerely wants to settle the problem on the basis of respect for
the Vietnamese people's independence and right to self-determination.
(The VNA account of the session .does not indicate the substance
of the give-and-take portion; but Nguyen Thanh Le indicated at his
press conference following the session that a substential emount
of Thuy's rebuttal was addressed to "private talks." Le said Thuy
eritiecized the U.S. side for "betraying a promisge" by the President's
mention of privste contacts in his speech. Consistent with standard
"Hanoi practice, Le's remarks have been carried only in the VNA '
Paris~to-Hanoi service channel.)
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VNA's account says Thuy brought out the "good will and serious
attitude" of the Vietnamese people and DRV Government for settling
the Vietnam question peacefully and recslled the practical steps
taken by the DRV Government in that direction. . The account of the
session does not, however, go into detail on this por ion of

Thuy's speech, in which he mentioned the datss of "concrete actions

teken"--28 Januvary 1967, 30 December 1967, 3 April 1968, and more

‘recently the opening of the two-party talks on 13 May 1968, the

four-party talks on 25 January, and the release of the NFLSV's

;10~p01nt golution on 8 May 1969 Thuy gquoted the statement in

Ho's letter to the President that "with good will on either side,
we might arrive at common efforts with a view to finding a
correct solution to the Vietnam problem.” He also cited Ho's
testament to confirm that i1f the United States continues the war,
the Vietnamese people "must resolutely fight till total victory"
and "may have to sacrifice a great deal of wealth end manpower."
Thuy dec]ared that "in unity and one-mindedness, the entire.
Vietnamese people will uvnswervingly implement this testament."

The VNA account of Ambassador Lodge's statemént says he "repeated

the content of Nixon's 3 November speech, full of obdurate and

warlike contentlonq.

THe L1seraTiON FRONT

Liberation Radio at 0200 GMT on the 5th carried the text of the
statement by the PRG delegation spokesman in Paris, and at 0500 GMT
on the 5th the radio broadcast a commentary and a roundup of U.S,
and other foreign reactions to the speech. The commentery seays

the address consisted of ' ex*vemely‘brazen, intimidating, insolent,

‘and. histury-dlstovtlng argumerts” and is considered by "public

opinion" as an "insult to uhe U.8, people’'s intelligence.”" It
claims that the President's "perfidicus, highly warlike, stubbern,
end gunpowdesstinking" address has only added fuel to the anbiwar
struggle, and it cites UPI for the statement thet the speéch

has in fact encouraged many people tq,part1c1pabe 1n the November
demonstrations.

The commentary Goes not directly acknowledge the President's

announcement of a plan for complete withdrawal of combat ground

troops; it seys only that the P?ESAdeﬁt "lengthily boasted" about:

the plan for "Vietpamizing peace," Like Hanoi, it gquotes the
Pregident's statement that he would not hesitate to carry out
"strong and effective measures" to cope with & changed military
situation. The PRG spckesman's statement. seys that the President
"rehashed" his eight-point peace plan but reports none of the
substance. -
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Like Henoi, Liberation Radio rounds up critical U.S. comment and
additionally quotes from antigovernment personalities in South
Vietnam such as Tran Ngoc Lieng and bonze Thich Huyen Hoa.

Mme. Binh said at the 6 November Paris session that, es pointed
out by "public opinion," the President's speech "only exposes
still more clearly the obdurate position and perfidious attitude"
of the Nixon Administration and that the President tried "his
best" to justify the U.S.,aggr6531on against Vietnam over the
past 15 years as;well ag his "present erroneous policy." She
"qeemed it necessary" to criticize his statements regarding the

- "Vietnamization of the search for peace," saying this policy is

nothing too new and was instituted under a different name by
President Johnson after the U,S. "failure" in the 1968 Tet .
offengive. 8She added her standard contention in claiming that
.the Nixon Administration's Vietnamization program is "in fact

but the contlnuatlon and intensification of the war of
aggression” and is. not the way to put an end to the war but
rather is the way to "prolong the war indeflnltely.

Without acknowledging his reference to the Hue murders lagt year,
Mme. Binh also noted President Nixon's concern that a precipitate
withdrawel of forces from South Vietnam would lead to "massacres"
in that country; she iejoined that "everybody" knows thalt those
responsible for the past and present "reprisals, terrorism, and
mass murders” in South Vietnam are the "U.S. aggressors" and the
Saigon administration. Mme. Binh described the PRG-NFLSV attitude
as one of "broad union and national concord" es manifested in

the 10-point solution, point five of which prohibits terror,
reprisal, and discrimination against people who collaborated with
either side.

An LPA commentary on the Tth claims that in order to preserVE the
honor of the United States and gain the reputation of a "peacemeker"
to win the 1972 presidential elections, Mr. Nixon “should have
responded” to the demands of the Vletnamese and American peoples
by ending the war and withdrawing all U.S5. and allied forces.

But, the commentary notes, "Nixon has taken a completely different
cburSe" and has fully revealed himself as a "war maniac with
nefarious ambitions."

The PRG Government statement, publicized on the Tth, says the
President "brazenly pleaded for the U.S. policy of stubbornly

prolonging the war," used "extremely cynical and crafty arguments,”
and "distorted historical facts." Charascteristically, it describes
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o Vletnamization as & polmcy aimed at dr&gging out the war. Piecemeal 2
troop w1thdrawals and "the go-called pzogram for complete withdrawval

" of U.S. combat troops," it says, are "maneuvers to appease the o

" American public" and to "cover up the scheme” of keeping a large o
:number of troops in South Vietnam for a long time. .

The " statement B58yS that the President mede "fallacious. allegatlons

o about the situation in Vietnam after the withdrawal," but 1t does

not, like Mme. Binh, note that he warned of "msssacres." It
declares, in response, thet "if the United States stops its .
aggression and brings home all American troops, then all dlsasters '

r,and destructlon in South Vietnam will immediately end,"

PRIVATE '{ Uhlike Hanoi Front comment Goes not discuss the.
;CONTACTS President's remarks on private contacts. Mue. Binh's
) ‘remarks on the issue at the Paris session are not
included in the VHA or LPA account, but the text of her formal
statement is broadcast by leeraxlon Radioc on the Tth-~standard

- treatment of her statements each week., In reviewing the President's
.,amtempts to shift the blame for the Peris deadlock to the Vietnamege
“"pegple,” she aaserted that "nobody" can be deceived by what. 1 E ,
‘Presmdent Nixon said about "initiatives in 'public, private or o
secret negotiations, '™ She declared that his mistrust of o
negotiations was demongtrated when he sald he recognized that we
might not succeed in bringing an end to. the war through negotlatﬁonsq
Casting doubt on the President's "pesce plan," she claimed that -
it is the United States which is obstructing progress. by holding

to its "absurd demands" such ss the cell for a matual, troop

- withdrawal.

FO’{OE‘ ””US“O"L;’
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1 OTHER COMMUNIST. COUNTRIES
The USSR |

Moscow's comment stresses the "propaganda” neture of the speech and
forecasts that it will not calm the wave of protests against the
war. Commentators complain that the President offered "nothing
new" and is still avoiding the waey to a settlement--withdraval of
troops and allowing the Vietnamese to settle their own affairs,

Commenting on the speech in his October Revolution‘anniversary key-
note speech on 6 November, Podgornyy discusses nene of the substance
of the President's remarks in saying they showed that "a sober
approach to the solution" of the Vietnam problem "has not yet
prevailed in U.8, ruling circles." He repeats the stock line that
there is "one thing required" for o Just settlement--withdrawal of
U.3. troops and an end to interference in the domestic affairs of
the Vietnamese people. Routinely stressing Soviet support for the
Vietnamese, Podgornyy says Pham Van Dong's recent visit to the USSR
vas an "important landmark" in the relations between the two countries,
recalls that nevw aid agreements were signed during the visit, and
notes that s PRG/NFLSV delegation led by Nguyen Huu Tho is now in
the Soviet Union. _ ‘ -

In a similer vein, a PRAVDA article by Mayevskiy on 6 November says
the speech showed that a "rational" approach to solving the Vietnam
problem "has not yet gained the upper hand in U.S. ruling circles."
‘Like Podgornyy's speech, the article ignores the substance of the
President's remarks; Mayevskiy concludes that the speech proceeds
not from a Wish_to'stop aggression and seck a peacefyl settlement,:
but from pursuit of "the previous policy, from a desire to dictate
'from a position of strength,'" and from a refusal to solve the

"mein problem"--the immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops.

The initial Washington-datelined TASS report "of the speech on

4 November-~transmitted at 08h4 GMT and in English at 0915 GMT, |
prior to Hanoi's first comment--cited "local observers" as saying

the address was a "propaganda exercise" prompted by a desiré 4o
counter protests against the war. Routine-level followup‘COmment,
including a TASS commentary by Kharkov on the kth, took a similar
Bpproach. IZVESTIYA's Washington correspondent, in an item summarized
by TASS on the same day, observed that the President accused the
"vocal minority" of striving to dictate pdlicy to the nation; he

r
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 adds that American commentators have poimted cut that such an

- approach is "hardly conducive" To en end to criticism. Reportage
and comment, noting that the speech is being received unfavorably
at home end &broad, cites criticism by Several_Senators, including
McGovern, Javits, CGore, Fulbright, Mansfield, and Kennedy, and by
‘& number of people connected with the entiwar movement. '

Unlike Hanoi, Moscow ddes unot directly acknowledge that the President
referred to a plan in being for the withdrawal of all ground combsb
troops, instead complaining that he &i& not advercs & Program or _
timetable for withdrawal. TASS' brief summsry of the DRV Governmens
statement on the address omits the critical remsrks on the withdrawsal
-of "ground combat forces." A 6 November IZVESTIYA article by
Matveyev broaches the issue obliguely, saying that an end to the
war "requires no complex, cunning prescriptions"--the troops must

‘be withdrawn, and this cen be done "no less quickly then the troops
were transferred to South Vietnam." The assurances that the United
States has a “plen for the withdrawal of American troops" bat that
‘the detes cannot be divulged, Matveyev seys, sound like a "repest”

of what President Jchnson said., o

A 5 November Moscow broadcast in English to the United Kingdom tekes
the British Foreign Office to task for allegsdly claiming that the
"Nixon plan" enviseges a "complete pull-out" of Ameérican troops;
the commentator asserts that the President mentioned no deadlirne
for a "stop to the intervention” and staved thet a pull-cut would
"depend on the situstion in South Vietuam," Even the Volcee of
Americea, the broadcast adds, "did not risk claiming that the Nixon
Plan provides for the complete withdrawal of U.8. forces" from
South Vietnam, A commentary by Kozyskov broedcsst to Novth America
on the ¥th says the President referred to a "phased withérewsl with
& secret schedule" and adds thet judging by withdrawsls so far, this
could go on for i0 years. A domestic service comrentery by
Lipcvetskiy on the same day says the withdrawsl will depend on the
degree of success of Vietnamizaticn, snd a domestic service
‘commentary by Druzhinin on the 5th comments to the sams effect.
Druzhinin expressés "serious alarm" over th: President's stavement
that if the level of euemy activity considerably increases, the
United States may "heave to change its plans”y tuis means, says
Druzhinin, that the United States retains tae right to diecard

‘the Vietnamization plen end move to & new stage of escalation.
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Moscow avolds mentioning the President's comment on private peace
initistives and-~ccnsistent with ite reticence on the question of
a Boviet role in a settlement--dces not acknewledge that he said
he had met with Soviet repressntatives to enlist their assigtance,
TASS' 6 November account of the Paris mesting that day says Yuan
Thuy "enalyzed" the President's speech "in detail" but ignores
hig eriticism of the President for revealing that private talks
have beszn held. '

EasT EUROPE

Prague, Warsaw, Budapest, =nd Bucharest media reported the speech
more promptly than Mascow did, and ugwsrapsrs from all of the
USSR's East Eurcpean allies sXcept Romania have commented on it,
The only aveilsble reastion from Bucharest takes the form of brief

factual accounts of the speech and of critical ecmments from U.S.

sources., The Romsnian news agenzy AGERPRES, reviewing the Bucharest
press, cites "President Nixon's speech om tha Vietnam war" in the
course of a fairly leng list of foreign rews topies, giving it no
special preminence, -

Authoritative comweat comes from Belgarian Vice Premier Tano Tsolov,

in the course of remarks at the 5 Naovember signing of new aid
agreements: Tsolov bpriefly oriticizes the nstion of Vietnamization
and repeats the stotk demand for tnconditional and total U.S.
withdrawal. Polish editorial comnant--similarly focused on

Vietnemizaticn and caliing for withdraval--sppears in the srmy

paper ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI and the United Peasant Farty organ
DZIENNIK LUDOWY, but not so fer inm the eentral Communist Party

~daily TRYBUNA LUDY,

Prague, Budapest, Warsew, =rnd Sofiaw-unlike‘Mbscoww~briefly report
the President's comments on his exchangs of letters with Ho Chi
Minh; and a Prague CTK item says that in addition to the letter

to Ho, the President disclozzd "several cases of szeret and private
contacts through a third party, which slso failed." An article

in Sofia's KOOEERATIVNG SELS on the 5th briefly nctes that the

- President "mentioned a pumber ¢f iritistives connected with

establishing contacts with the vther sids" but cays he did not

_announce anything concrete sbout Priposals that would be
“acceptable to the other side. Moscow's ‘allies do not mention

that the USSR was ons of the pohential intermediaries approsached,
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Rast Eu*opaunhpres» and radio commsntaries genarally stress that there
waz "nothing new" in the spesch and complain that the President
failed to anncumce either a further troop withdrawal or & cease-fire.
‘Expressing "@isappointment,” commantators also point to eriticisms
voiced by various Mmericvss spokesmen, Some Warsew comment pictures
the speech as cutlining a "tougnsr line": TRYBUNA LUDU and a FAP
commentary say the speech inmcluded an apologia for the acts .of the
Administration's predecessors and conteined all the theses of

current U.S. Vietnam policy. It even rvevived the Dulles "demino
theory" on & world scele, theze commentaries say, by poinuing Lo

the "frightful consequences" ia various paris of ths world that
would flow from a withdrawal of U.3. troops. Ths PAP commentary

says the speech "bristlad with threats" and remarks that the
President even failed o meniiscn the Geneva agreawents. '

A Bofia domestic zervice ccomentary says the President strongly
defended the "superwilitsristic course of the war snd U.8.
commitments to the free world"; it adds that in his conments on
the consequences of & treoop withdrawal, he "spread the principles
of U.8. intervention far beyond the geographic torders of Swibtneast
Asia."  The cormentsbor sdds that the President, swe ing more as
conmander-in-chief of the U.8. armsed forces, thus "Gisclosed 1n

an unheard-of manner the U.S. aspiration to world dumination."

Of aevailsble comment, cnly Bast Berlin's falls to menticn the
President's comments on the plan, agresd upon with Salgon, for
complete withdrawal of U.8. ground combat troops. Prague's CTK
on the Uth cites the President's warning that if increased enemy
action jeopardized remaining U.S. troops, the Uzited Statss would.
"take strong end effective measures.” A RUDE PRAVS commentary
reviewed by CTK on the Sth criticizes the lack of gpacifies about
the.-plan, saying that "such vague statements promize practically
nothing." The commentator questions the plsn’s actual existence,
its timetable, and ths conditicus on vwhich it is contingent. A
Prague domesti¢ service commentary on the 4th eslls the plan &
refurbishing of cld ideas and methods, its fundswentsl ides being
the retention of a substantial rnumber of troops--parheps. 300,000
_ a8 long as necessary to protect the Seigon regime. Thisz, says
RUDE PRAVO, iz "tantamcunt to a plan for the perpetual pressnce
of U.S. suppert troops in South Vietzem,"
An article in Budapest's NEPSZABADSAG con the 5th, noting that
the Presideunt did nct veveal a vimeteble fer vhe treop withdrawsls,
says that one reason for L;;s——implied by the President when hs
. said he WUUlu reaom— to "vigerous and effective countermessures if
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U.5. losses mounted"--is that the plan is only conditional and that
escalation could begin again if the other side fails to fulfill
U.8. conditions. NEPSZABADSAG stresses that the plan does not
provide for the withdrawal of "all" U.S. troops and adds that even
the most optimistic Washington estimates expect troops "ranging

in the hundreds of thousands" to remain in 1971. 2

Commenting only obliquely on the troop-withdrawal plan, a b November East
Berlin domestic service commentary, complaining that the President did
not announce a complete and unconditional troop withdrawal, notes i
without elaboration that "all he had to offer was & promise of a ¥
partial pullout" of troops and that "he failed o say when this would
heppen.” A domestic service broadcast the next day comments in a
similar vein. ' '

YUGOSLAVIA Belgrade commentators, who have been repeatedly expressing
: hope for the success of the Paris talks, express disappoint--
ment that the President "lost" an opportunity to move toward peace and
that he acted in "disregard" of world public opinion. An appraisal

to this effect appears at a notably authoritative level in a 6 November
article in the party weekly KOMUNIST. As reviewed by TANYUG, the

article says the President has "omitted" his chance to extricate the
United States "from the already lost Vietnam war." Alleging thet
"understanding" of Mr. Nixon has "drastically dropped" both in the
United States and throughout the world because of the speech, KOMUNIST

. forecasts that the Administration's Vietnam policy "will inevitably

_ bring Nixon to the political fate of his predecessor."

In earlier comment, registering a uniformly negative reaction, the
newspaper VJESNIK on 5 Novenmber interprets the speech as an exercise
in domestic propaganda designed to pacify the dissenters, who are

- "shocked by the failure of U.S. Vietnam policy.," Although the ,
President may have partially succeeded in this goal, the paper adds,
"the address did not make any substantive conbribution to end the
var' and was not responsive to the demands for peace "by millions

of people throughout the world.”" A dispatch from Belgrade Radio's
Washington correspondent on the L4th reported that by refusing to
heed appeals for American disentanglement from the war, the President
"hes Jeopardized his political career and opened a phase of intensified
internal confrontation in the United States." ’
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ATA the next day, repressats the oaly commsat from Tirsns
to date. In a bp¢3uh which "roused snother wave of indigaatlon amoang
the Americsn peoplie," the commentary seys, the Presidest "reitersted
alT his previous demagsogioai stavements" of his Viebtnam solicy,

"especially the curs of tha devilish ngnt—po at plan,” The .
commentary says the Presidenit “"opealy siated thalt he was not
thinking of ainnouncing a Gafinits time" for a Troop withirawal
It adds that the Vietn amizacian program 1s marsly an effort to
intensify aggression by facreasing a351atﬁn~e 40 the Salgzon regime,
coupled as 1t 1s on the one.hanu'wi "some uninporiant troop
reductions” and on the cther with & “"éfu* setilienment “hy uugﬁ

WG

s

o

Ceas

1)
LT

§

o -

P
Lo

On the 6th ATA's review of the Tirsua press notes drieiy that

"the press informz of the cunnifg mansuver of Nixoa in hxe SPQEuh N
of 3 Noveaber tq cover the ecntiruation of aggression In Vietnawm," - i

The CPR

Peking media ha.va yet to mwru¢on the President's speech, but the
Administration's for41gn 'peace" policy, ineluding policy on Vietnam,
is attacked derisively in & cummentary carried in NUNA's Cninese~
languoge tr&namlsslon on 4 Novewber, On tke same duy the Peking
redio broadesst a talk to the CPR domestic audlsnce on the
President's Vietnamization policy and his "refusal" to withdraw

all U.5. tr@ops. (e radio attributed this “alk to & menber of

‘& PLA vnity it was original.y broadeast. by Pexiung in Vistnanmes

on 29 October and was said at that time to heve zlso appeared in
FEOPLE'S DAILY.) ' ‘

Liberation radic appearsd to refer to the b Keoveaber Paking droadcsst

in & roundup on the 5th of U.5. end other ferelgr reazction to the
President's epesch. After guoting from a TASE wepcrt o the spsech,
Liberation Radio said: "Only & few hours sfter Nixcrn delivered his

'address, Feking radio orcafcast a commentary SFVJ“Q ther Nixon

definitely did not sgree io uaﬁOLQLt*onai_g withdéraw 21l U.8.
aggressive trosps from Scutk Vietrem." Whether the Froat radio
intendsd to imply that Feking had actusliy ccurenied o the speech

ie unedear. But its citing of the Peking bromdcest after a reference
to the TASS report may simply reriect Vietnamese ccormurist care to ot

give the USSR and CPR_equal biliing.
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The President's speech contained the first acknowledgement by a

U.8. president "of the possibility of defeat" sincé the inception
of U.S. involvement in Vietnam but offered nothing toward a

. solution, Havana commentators conclude. They base this assertion

on the President's remarks that North Vietnam cohld neither defeat
nor humiliate the United States, which they construe to mean that
the United States now "has no choice but to pubt an end to its war
of aggression and withdraw from Vietnam." Following the same

line of reasoning, they interpret President Nixon's remarks on
continued Vietnamization of the war as tantamount to reversion "to
a historically defeated situation” similar to that earlier faced by
President Johnson, who "Americanized" the war when South Vietnamese
troops proved 1ncapable of fulfilling a combat role. At the same
time, Havana commentators express skepticism that President Nixon
himself believes Vietnamization will succeed.

Speculating on the role "the famous domino theory" played in the

speech, & partlclpant in a Havans radio pahel discussion offers

a corollary of this theory: "If a puppet government supported

by imperialism is susceptible to being defeated by its people,"

then "there is no guarantee" that any puppet government or any
U.S. ally "would get complete support from the United States”
in the future.

Referring to the U.5. antiwar movement, Havana commentators predict

that the President's "dramatic and theatrical appeal" for unity
will “only increase protests." This, they say, was immediately
confirmed by the reaction of protesters throughout the country,

.end Havana expresses skepticism sbout the existence of a "great

silent majority" among the American people.
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I, KONCOMAUNIST COUNTRIES

WEST EUROPE

BRITAIN Comment in the principal British newspapers runs the
e gemut from the DAILY TELEGRAPH's conclusion that the
President s speech constituted "a courageous act of leadership"
to the GUARDIAN's complaint that it set forth "a policy for more
war." The TIMES, taking a middle ground, says America's allies
should "remember that & humlllatlng retreat could end in & new
trend toward neo-isolationism.” At the same time, the TIMES
objects that President Nixon's policy "provides Han01 with no
1ncent1ve to-gettle now," but rather with an incentive "o wait

-and see" how strong Thieu's forces become in l970~?l and then to B ;

strike harder if necessary when the American mood is agalnst
renewmng the war.

.The DAILY TELEGRAPH's editorial declares that the President is
right to refrain from fixing a definite timetable for U.S,
withdrawal. It recalls President Eisenhower's revelation, years
after the event, that he had hinted at the possible use of
tactical nuclear weapons Just before the Koresn srmistice,
"Conditions are entirely different today,” the editorial says,
"out it is to be hoped that Hanoi will be enlightened beyond
doubt as to the ,possible consequences of stringing Americe. along
too far."

A Foreign Offlce statement termed the plan to withdraw oll U.S.

ground combat forces "an important contribution." In reaction,

the communist MORNING STAR declered that the President's speech

"is bad enough, but the British Government's immedlate unconéitlonal,
and slavish endorsement of it is even worse,”

FRANCE Analyzzng the speech in remarks at a cabinet meeting on

5 November, according to the Paris radio, French Foreign
Minister Meurice Schumenn reiterated France's "natural reserved.
attitude” end its conviction that a political settlement is essential
to reestablish peace in Vietnem, through an agreement sought Dby
the Geneva conference member states. Press comment ranges from
the moderate rightist L'AURORE's favorable reaction, applauding
the President for placing the blame on Hanoi and welcoming his .
resolve to persist in seeking decisive negotiations, to the
communist L'HUMANITE's charge that the Pr851dent made "a war speech“'-
which can only aggravate the war.
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Other press comment includes the independent LES ECHOS' evaluation
of the speech as "an acknowledgment of failure and an appeal for -
support from the silent mejority" and the Gaullist PARIS-JOUR's '
forecast that the President has decided to continue the war until

the 1972 elections and let his successor solve the "formidable
task" of ending the war. Competent French polltlcal abservers,

according to AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE, are expressxng "extreme surprlse
at the tenor of the speech and the absence of "new elements" and
are evincing concern over the consequent dashing of hopes for

e new U.8. policy orientation. . .

WEST GERMANY  While West German Chancellor Willy Brandt limited
his comment on the speech to an expression of

"‘support for efforts to achieve a political solution, radio and

press commentators throughout the Federal Republic express almost
unanimous disappointment over the lack of new proposals and

- skepticism gbout any constructive international impact the speech .

might have. A statement in Brandt's behelf by Bonn spokesman
Ahlers notes that Brandt agrees with the view that there can be
no militery solution to the Vietnam conflict, hopes for a positive
response from Hanoi, and reiterates West German readiness to
assist in the reconstructlon of Vietnam after & settlement.

Deutschlandfunk's Washington correspondent declares thet the speech'
erased any doubts that "the Johnson war has become a Nixon war'

end “confirmed” that President Nixon has embraced the same
ideological pletform as that of his predecegsor: the domino
theory and the need to prevent undermining of confidence in U.S,
steadfastness. Several other radio commentatqrs point to a lack
of new proposals, politicel conclusions, or initiatives and '
conclude that the speech was intended mostly to boost domestic
support and morale and not for international impact.

Hemburg's independent DIE WELT also views the speech from this
angle in perhaps the most sympathetic West German press comment
available. It ranks the speech "smong the politically most
significant and courageous statements ever made by Nixon." DIE
WELT sees the "hallmark of statesmanship" on the speech and credits
the President with "greet courage" and "an admirable amount” of
responsibility for his decision to stake his entire future on his
Vietnam poliey. Like most German commentators, DIE WELT predicis
a greater polarization of American opinion on the Vietnam issue

as a result of the speech, '
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OTHER COUNTRIES The spectrum of Italian press comment, as reviewed
* . Dby the Rome radio on 5 November, ranges from the
Christian Democratic IL POPOLO's view that those who hoped for a-
turning point in U.S, Vietnam policy must have been "disappointed
to the communist L'UNITA's assertion that the President is running
the risk of "rendering the Paris talks void by shifting the whole
‘problem to the battlefield." L'UNITA criticizes the speech for
its clear end dramatic ebsence of alternatives." The Republican
Party's L4 VOCE REPUBBLICANA describes the speech as "fairly
disappointing" in the wake of high expectatlons end the Socilalist
AVANTT , expr6351ng a "rather negatlve opinion of the speech,
sees & threat of "a new escalstion" of the war if Hanoi end the
NFLSV reject the President's proposals.

An Auvstrian radlo commentator views the speech largely as an attempt
to gain a breathing spell amid congressional and Moratorium
opposition to the President's Vietnam policy; he says that if the
strong eriticism from these sources resumes now the speech was

in vain. Sganlsh newspapers rev1ewed by the Madrid radio stress

the lack .of new proposals and 51milar1ty of the leon and

Johnson policies.

Swedish press comments reviewed by Stockholm radio indicate surprise
over the President's "determined refusal" to yield to his crltics'
demands for further concessions on Vietnam and envisage a "growing
polarlzatlon of U.5. public opinion as & result Harsh comment
comes from the liberal DAGENS NYHETER, which ssserts that the
~speech shows the President "in his true light" and describes him g
as "“rather poorly informed about whet is actually happening in the -
country he has been elected to lead." The Social Democratic
AFTONBLADET assails the President for using the "primitive terminology
of the cold war" in explaining why the United States is in Vietnam,
adding that "even the most well-meaning of his CrltiCS must -doubt
whether he has the strength of will to make the radical regppraisal
of Vietnam policy" necessary., The Conservative SVENSKA DAGBLADET
calls the speech en "anticlimax" after the speculation about new
troop withdrawals and predicts even wider divisions emong Americans.

Far EasT

_SOUTH The Saigon radio and press provided fairly extensive
VIETNAM publicity for the President's speech and for President
. Thieu's statement that it constituted "one of the most
. important and outstanding messages by a U.S, president." Most of
the Ssigon newspapers portray the speech as proof that the United

[
5
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States is maintaining a firm, unwavering stand vig-a-vis its Vietnam
ally. The mass—clrculatlon SAIGON MOI says the fact that the gpeech
contained "no new element" can surprise only the U.S. peace groups.
It welcomes the President's severe warning against communist
escalation and wonders how the communists will respond to this
"challenge." The daily TIA SANG says the speech furnisghes a strong
doge of reality for both war-weary Americans and the communists.

A commentery broadcast by Salgon radio declares that the speech
"solemnly repeated" the "just and rational" commitments of the _
.United States. Now no one, the radio says, “"can reasonably believe
that the United States will betray these commitments." A second
radio commentary states that the speech has evoked an outpouring

of public support in the United States for President Nixon's policy.
The commentator concludes that the prestige of the antiwer groups,
.previously damsged by Pham Van Dong's message in October, has been
further lessened by this surge of gupport for the President.

THAILAND ©  Both the Bangkok POST and the WORLD give high marks

to the President's speech ag a firm and clear expression
of his policy on Vietnam. The POST says the speech "not only shows
how strong ere the arguments in favor of the present U.S., policy -
in Vietnam but also exposes the hollowness of the plea for an
unconditional Amerlc i1 w1thdrawal from the war." The WORLD finds
the President's "moderate tone" refresghing in contrast to the
"harsh and sbusive" cries of the antiwar faction and of Vice
President Agnew in responding to that faction,

On a critical note, the WORLD expresses the view that the President's
"threat" to respond to any significant incresse in hostilities has
& "hollow sound" in the light of past actions. Further, it believes
that the communists have already "been awarded by default what may

" eventuslly be termed a vietory in Vietnam."

Thai papers widely report statements of praise for the speech by

_ Foreign Minister Thanat Khoman and by the leader of the Democrat
Party. The Foreign Minister is quoted as saying that if there were
no minority of war protesters in the United States, "the war in
Vietnam might have stopped last year or this."

JAPAN  Largely critical comment from Japanese newspapers is
typified by the remsrk in the MATNICHI DAILY NEWS that
the speech "contained nothing new or comcrete.™ An editorial in
YOMIURI ie headlined "Nixon Says Nothing New," and a NIHON KEIZAI
dispatch from Washington decleres that the speech represents "no

:
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step forward from the old U.S. policy." Several commentators

complain that the President has in effect lessened the possibility
of any advance through the Paris negotiations., :

There are occesional statements to the effect thet the speech was
-gimed primarily at the American people rather than the North

Vietnamese, coupled with expredsions of hope that the pollcy set
forth may not be the final word. As ASAHT puts it, "there is a
possibility of Nixon's policy line being softened around Christmes,"

A favoreble editorial in the JAPAN TIMES declares that, while the
President broke no new ground, he did show the difficulties of
negotiating in the face of Hanoi's intransigence. The editorialist
agrees that there is no choice "except to continue the present
efforts to de-escalate the war while building up the South

Vietnamese capacity to defend themselves."

@

. OTHER COUNTRIES ~ Newspapers in Nationaliet Chine comment favorably

, on the firmness and determination voiced in the
Pr631dent's speech, The official CHINA DAILY NEWS concludes that
“if appeasers stop trying to sabotage Nixon's Vietnam policy the
United States will not be defeated." The English-lenguage CHINA
NEWS says the speech was "most courageous" end served to reassure
the Saigon government and “the other Asian allies of the Unlted
States."

South Korean papers praise the speech, with dHUNG—ANG\ILBO observing

that it brought a feeling of relief to the allies in the war and

-the people of South Vietnam. The SEOUL SINMUN urges the United

States to do its utmost "to bring about political, economic and
social safeguards for South Vietnam prior to the withdrawal of U.8.
troops.”

A Karachi radio commentary on world reaction to the speech asserts
that many people were disappointed by the President's failure to
furnish any definite timetable for the withdrawal of U.S. troops.
The radios of Indis and Indonesia carried factual reportage on the
speech, but no comment is available. o

THe MiopLE EAST

Middle East radios gave the speech a modérate amount of news coverage,

although only Jerusalem and Ankara featured it prominently in their

newscasts. EBEditorial comment is scarce. Ceairo's AL-AHRAM declares

that the speech proves "Nixon's policy does not differ in essence
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;=tmrrom Johnson s-policy of escalating aggressmon and rejecting all

. .solutions eimed at checking international tension in explosive -
. situations." - A Cairo radic commentary concludes: "The clear.

~truth is thet Nixon has attempted to deceive, mislead, and drug

.~ the American people on ‘the one hand #nd to implement the s
‘a;;aggressive military plan on the other." e

7 Favoreble Aihens press comment is typified by thls quotation 5 AR
from an I VRADHINI editorial: "President Nixon proved once more o
-he is a strong leader fully sware of his important mission and . .
his basic responsibllltles to both his country and the free world."
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O&ial Statements by TCC Countr!: on
. President Nixon's November s Speech
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South Viet-Nam - Statement by President Thieu November 4: "This
s one of the most important and greatest addresses of a President
of the United Statés....The policy. . .which President Nixon has
recalled. ..is the right policy. ..one which President Nixon and I
have completely agreed upon. " ‘

- Pt i 8 oy

Australia - Statement by Prime Minister Gorton November 4: "Presiden
Nixon has reaffirmed views which are in close accord with views

held and publicly expressed by the Australian Government, ... The
President's statement must be heartening {o the people of South Viet-Nam
and it should indicate to the other side that they will not succeed in
imposing their will and should enter into genuine talks."

New Zealand - Statement by Prime Minister Holyoake November b:
TPresident Nixon has given a very clear exposition of what the United
States and its allies are trying to achieve in South Viet-Nam.,"

Thailand - Statement by Foreign Minister Thanat November 5. ;
"President Nixon's address shows he is far sighted....President '
Nixon's courage in standing firm...shows he possesses tolerance,

firmness and determination, that he has the courage to act when

courage is needed.”

The Philippines - Statement by Foreign Secretary Romulo November b:
"President Nixon's address has as its main thrust public opinion in

the United States....He marshalled facts to show that the obstacle

to negotiated peace in Viet-Nam is the refusal of Hanoi to 'negotiate
seriously'....He makes no new proposals....We welcome his reiteration
of his Asian policy announced in Guam and in Manila,”

South Kores - Statement by Acting Foreign Minister November b;
TRegarding the address of President Nixon November 3, the Korean
Government understands and supports the sincere efforts of the
Government of the United States in its search for peace in Viet-Nam."
(Thisrepresernts an amendment of an earlier oral statement by the
Acting Foreign Minister to the effect that the Korean Government
"understands"” the sincere effort of the United States in pursuing
peace but had doubts as to the resporise the Communists would make, )
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